INTRODUCTION.                              V

judicial servant of the Company,, possessed
of few of the many qualities necessary for
their discharge. All that I had attained,
was a knowledge of the languages, a convic-
tion of my ignorance, and a desire for im-
provement. The regulations of the Com-
pany informed me, that the land belonged
to the Zemindars^ and that the peasants
had no property in it. / did not enter a
single village where this was not contradicted
by all that I saw. The Regulations prescri-
bed many rules of action,'both, in Civil and
Criminal matters, but particularly in Police,
which I found inconsistent with the-charac-
ter and habits of the natives, and totally in-
adequate to the end proposed. It was evi-
dent that something was materially wrong;
yet a young man, especially when conscious
of his own inexperience, will dread to que-
stion the authority of his superiors* It was,
however, impossible not to attend to the ac-
tual condition of the lower orders j. and I
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